REGISTRY OF DEEDS OFFICE (DUBLIN). 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 April 1S62 

COPY or Extracts C£ of any Suggestions made in ■writing, by or through 
the Registrar of Deeds in Dublin, to the late Mr. Seton, in the year 
1858, and subsequently to the Treasury, for the Improvement of the 
Office for the Registry of Deeds.” 


No. 1. 


Registry of Deeds Office, Dublin, 
December 1858. 

THE OLD INDEXES AND ABSTRACT BOOKS. 

ESTIMATE of Expense, Time, &c., requisite to complete the Indexes and Abstract 
Books from 1708 to 1832, according to the Act 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 87, and Suggestions, 
&c., respecting them. 


THE ABSTRACT BOOKS. 

The total number of memorials registered from 1708 to 31 De- 
cember 1832, is-------- - 588,983 

Of these, abstracts have been made, per Return pre- 
sented to Parliament in 1839, from - 50,100 

And per Return presented in 1854, from additional - 169,677 

219,777 


There remain to be abstracted therefore - - - - 369,206 memorials. 


winch, at 300 memorials to each abstract book, would take 1,231 abstract books, in 
addition to 732 already done from the above 219,777 memorials, milking in all 1,963 
abstract books. 


At the present rate of progress, it may be estimated that one person would make 
abstracts from 10,000 memorials in a year. Say that making abstracts from the above 
369,206 memorials would be equal to the time of one person for - - - 35 years. 


To make duplicates of the 1,963 abstract books, at the rate of a book and 
three-quarters per week, or, say 90 books a yeai’, would occupy time of one 
person - _ _ -21 


To check the 1,963 abstract books against the original memorials would 
occupy two clerks, at the rate of 120 hooks in the year, for at least 15 years, 
being equal to time of one, for - - - - - - - - - 30 


To compare the duplicates when the originals should have been faithfully 
checked, would take the time of two clerks, at rate of, say 300 books per 
year, for about seven years, equal to time of one, for - - - - 14 „ 


In all - - - 100 ,, 


Say, in round numbers, that the completion of the original and duplicate sets of abstract 
books, down to 1832, would require an amount of time equal to the time of one person 
for 100 years. 

191. A 
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THE OLD INDEXES. 

Names. 

The makinc out of the current indexes on names, both original and duplicate, from the 
day book, with comparisons and checkings, occupied the time of one person fully, when 
the deeds were received at the rate of about 9,000 in the year. Latterly, when they have 
exceeded that number, he had to get help occasionally with the duplicate. 

Suppose that the existing old names indexes should be taken as the basis tor making 
new consolidated sets, down to 1832, the process would probably be to make out on paper, 
from the index books as they stand, a draft or alphabet of the surnames tor each such 
consolidated set, observing dictionary arrangement throughout, and to count or calculate 
how many of each and every name would be contained in the period for consolidation. 
This bein<r done, to proceed and “ open,” or write in the headings (i. e. the dictionary 
alphabet of surnames so made out) into parchment books provided tor the purpose, leaving 
under each name the number of blank lines, to suit the number of names, so ascertained 
to be written or posted in, under their proper order, from the index books. It is possible 
that a very expert and experienced hand might be able to post the consolidated mdex 
directly from the books, without the delay of making out a draft alphabet or index. 

Blank columns would of course have been left in the new books for the additional par- 
ticulars (per 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 87), not appearing upon the old indexes ; and the next step 
would be to refer to the original memorials to supply these particulars. . It is difficult to 
estimate what time this might take, but there is no doubt it would be tedious and trouble- 
some work, taking down, opening, and examining old and obscure records. We might 
fairly estimate that, ou the whole, the process of reconstruction would. take rather more 
time to complete it than is employed by the present method in entering from the day 
book (J. e. 9,000 memorials in the year, equal to 65 years’ time of one person). And say 
that, with time of an assistant to compare and check, 15 or 20 years, the time required to 
complete the reconstruction of the old names indexes, 1708 to 1832, would be equal to the 
time of one person for about 85 years. 


Lands. 


Down to 1828 the entries in the lands indexes were in this form : 


Book for County 
of Cork. 

Denominations. ! 

j 

■ 

Baronies or Parishas. ! 

Parties’ Names and References. 


Cosane 

By Barrymore - 

Evans to Clarke. 

B. 645. Page 78. No. 442,163. 


1828 to 1832 the county books were arranged in baronies, the form being thus: 
(A.) 


Book for County 
of Longford. 

Barony of Moydow. 


— 

Annaghbeg - - ] 

Bond - - - j 

Jackson 

846, 326, 666,825. 


The form at present in use since the year 1832 is : 


Barony of 


Book for County. 

Lands. 

Parish.. 

Grantors. 

' Year 
Grantees. | of 

'Registry. 

' 

Number of 
File and 
Volume 
of Transcript 
and 

Abstract 

Books. 

Number of 
Memorial, 
and Page 
of Transcript 
Book. 

Page 

of 

Day 

Book. 

Greaghadoe - 

Killankear - 

Smith, Patrick, 
and others. 

Adams, Samuel ! 1833. 

1 

1 

167 

12 


If it were considered necessary to reconstruct the old lands indexes, and. supply the 
particulars according to the last form of entry from the 588,983 original memorials down to 
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1832, estimating that they could be done at the rate of the current work, that is, about 
9,000 per year, original and duplicate, it would take the time of one person for - 65 years. 

And would occupy time of one person to check both sets, original and 

duplicate - -- -- -- -- -- - 50 ,, 


Therefore to reconstruct the Lands’ Indexes 1708 to 1832, one person - - 115 „ 


Result. 

To complete the abstract books 1708 to 1832, would take time equal to time 


of one person - -- -- -- -- - 100 years. 

To complete ditto indexes on Names - - - - - - -85„ 

Ditto ditto Lands - - - - - - - - 115 „ 

Time of one person, say ---------- 300 „ 


From the above data the cost of the work, or any portion of it, and the time in which it 
might be done, can be easily determined according to the number of persons employed, and 
the pay given. The entire cost would probably not be less than from 50.000/. to 60,000/. 
for labour, with the cost of books, all of parchment ; viz. — 

1,231 Abstract books for originals yet to be done. 

1,964 Duplicates of the whole set. 

3,195 Abstract books. 


Parties Names’ Indexes, about 1,000 books originals and duplicates. 
Lands’ Indexes, say 400 books, all of parchment 


SUGGESTIONS. 

The heavy cost, exclusive of the time required, would seem to be a serious obstacle in 
the way of carrying out a complete reconstruction of the old indexes, witli accompanying 
abstract books down to 1832 to the full extent contemplated by the Act 2 & 3 Will. 4, 
c. 87, sect. 33. It is then to be considered what portion of the work might be usefully 
done in the first instance, postponing consideration of a reconstruction on the complete 
scale. 

The Old Lands’ Indexes. 

As there is but one set of the old Lands Indexes, 1708 to 1832, and many of these are, as 
the Act expresses it, “ in a dilapidated state,” it would be very important to have them 
renewed. The mode of doing this may be considered in two ways : either to make a fair 
copy from the Lands’ Index Books as they stand, or to reconstruct them, for the interval 
1800 to 1832, in the first instance, and hereafter when convenient, to complete the recon- 
struction back to the commencement ; and meanwhile to restore and recopy the injured 
pages in the old set 

And first, as to Copying. 

There are about 130 heavy parchment volumes of the old Lands’ Indexes ; say, that upon 
the average each volume would take the time of one person four months to copy, the time 
requisite to re-engross the entire would be for one person - - - - 43 years. 

It is hard to estimate what time would be required, in referring to the original 
memorials, to supply the obliterations. Say time of one person - - 5 „ 

And to compare the set, time of two persons, seven years=time of one - 14 ,, 

Total, one Person - - - 62 „ 


Next, as to Re-constructing. 

For the period above mentioned 1800 to 1832, we have the facility of abstract books 
already compiled, as the 732 abstract books form a consecutive series from 1 January 1800 
to 14 August 1828 (except 22 of them which relate to the earlier period of the registry) ; 
and from thence down to 31 December 1832 there is a further set of abstract books made 
under a former Act of Parliament, somewhat different in form, but suitable for being 
indexed from. 

191. a 2 The 
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The 710 abstract books (originals) from 1800 to 1828, containing 221,599 memorials, 
should he all most carefully checked, which would take time of two persons sis years, 
equal to time of one person ---------12 years 

Next, to compile the Lands’ Indexes from these, say 10,000 per year, would 
take one person ---------- - 2 ^ 

And to check them, two-thirds of that time - ----- 14 „ 

Total, one Person - - - 48 „ 


In the first case we should have one fair copy of the entire set of Lands’ Indexes, 

1708 to 1832, with time of one person - - - - - -62 years. 

But without abstract books, down to 1800. 

In the second case, we should have two complete sets of Consolidated Lands’ 

Indexes, 1800 to 1832, with abstract books by time of one person - - 48 years. 

And these joined to the Indexes since 1832, would give a consecutive series of Lands’ 
Indexes, originals and duplicates, and abstract books for the last 58 years. 

We should then have to deal with the remaining 342,979 memorials, 1708 to 1800. 

To make the original set of abstract books - 1,144 

Less 22 already done - -- -- -- - 22 

1,122 


Would take time of one person - - - 34 years 

To check them (two per 10 years) one - - 20 „ 

. 54 years 

To compile original and duplicate Lands’ Index 

from them ------- 34 years 

To check, two-thirds of that time, say - - - 22 „ 

Say, Total, one Person - - - 110 years. 


Supposing that the whole period, 1708 to 1800 would be divided into four consolidated 
sections, giving between 80,000 and 90,000 memorials (the present rate) for each, the 
average time to complete the Lands’ Indexes, with' one set of abstract books, for any one 
such period, might be 18 or 20 years’ time of one person. 

And thus, say that 10 persons might complete one section in about two years, and could 
complete the three series, 1800 to 1832, in about four years (the abstracts being done). 

The cost of parchment books is to be added. 

The plan should be to take the series backward, in point of time ; tire most recent 
section to be the first done. 

The tom and obliterated pages of the old Lands’ Indexes should be restored, which 
would probably take five years’ time of one person. 


The Old Names’ Indexes. 

There are two sets of Parties Names’ Indexes, in dictionary order, some on paper, some 
on parchment, from 1708 to 1832 ; some for irregular periods of years, down to 1785, and 
thence in annual arrangement (one section consolidated 1800-1809). 

Instead of attempting to make out new sets of names, indexes with accompanying ab- 
stract books, at such an expense as above estimated, it is suggested merely to collate the 
indexes anew with the original memorials, and fill into the books as they are, such of the 
particulars required by the Act as are deficient. 

It would appear that the best way of doing this would be by placing sets of two clerks 
together, one to hold the original memorials, and the original index books, and to call out, or 
“ dictate ” from the memorials to the other (who should hold the duplicate books) the par- 
ticulars to be supplied, and which particulars they should both accordingly write simul- 
taneously into the respective sets of books, carefully, and in exact connexion with the 
entries ; and they should check and cross check each entry according as made. 

There would then be two dictionary copies of Parties Names’ Indexes, each having all 
the particulars pointed out by the Act, and only different from the consolidated indexes in 
regard to the periods of time included. 

Estimate that to complete and check the Names’ Indexes down to 1832 in this manner, 
for the entire 588,983 memorials would be equal to the time of two clerks, 20 years each ; 
that is, allowing something over the time that would be taken to do nearly similar 
work in checking the abstract books, which that number of memorials would occupy ; or 
one clerk’s time, 40 years. 

The 
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The following entries from the old indexes, will more fully explain my meaning. (The 
additions to be supplied from the original memorials as shown in red ink). 


Iveenan 

Anne and others to Hostler, James 

328. 573. 222980 



Co. Tipperarg. 

Ivclioe 

Denis to Walsh, Georae 

323. 178. 213337 


x G. 

Kilkenny, Patrick, iSt. 


X G. meaning “ General Charge .” 

It would give little if any, additional trouble, while the pen was in hand, and the docu- 
ment under view, to make the entries still more complete by adding any further particulars 
which might be considered useful (as barony, parish, &e.) 

Or, one set only of the indexes might be so amended, leaving the other set untouched 
for the present, which would reduce the expense. 

Or, as another alternative, if time or funds could not be spared for either object, the 
torn and damaged papers alone might be recopied for the present. 

Whatever is determined upon with regard to these old indexes, both names and lands, 
whether to reconstruct them, or to amend them, the plan advisable would be to take them 
backward, say in periods of 10 years; for instance, first from January 1822 to December 
1831 ; next from January 1812 to December 1821, and so on. By this means the indexes 
most required, would be the first completed. 

December 1858. , T. M. R. 


No. 2. 

SUGGESTIONS as to the Futtjbe Indexes. 

Names. 

That, keeping one set in the manner at present in use,* the other set (called the dupli- 
cate) should in future be made out as follows : — 

A set of suitable books, paper or parchment, to be procured, and each letter, of the 
alphabet to have a separate book (or books). 

Ascertain which set of the former consolidated names’ indexes has the largest number of 
different surnames, and use this set as a guide for the alphabet of surnames in the new 
books. Let these names be written as headings into the new. books, in plain large hand, 
leaving ample space after each surname for the number of entries that may be expected to 
come under it in the time embraced, and as may best be judged from the space occupied in 
former indexes, or from other circumstances; and in addition to this, as a matter ol pre- 
caution, leave in connexion with each name such additional space as may be judged enough 
to answer for new-coming names within the proper dictionary order, and so as to. avoid 
“ transfers ” as far as possible. The extra space if not required would only have the incon- 
venience of making the books a little more bulky ; but this would be well repaid in their 
convenience for reference, having fewer transfers. . 

Into this dictionary set the current entries should be made simultaneously with the 
other set; the only difference being, that in one case the entries would be by the two 
initial letters ; in the other, they would be in the dictionary order. 

These two sets of books to be kept up constantly compared, and strictly checked so as 
to be ready for daily use, the dictionary set for the searching clerks, the other for the 
public. . . , , . e 

. At end of each 10 years there would thus be two dictionary indexes ready in five-year 
periods, and to consolidate these into one set, would be only the work of any intelligent 
persons who could write well. . . , 

I mention the five-year periods, as corresponding with the present practice under the 
Act, and also as preferable to yearly periods, in which the indexes weremade.out for some 
years prior to 1832, as more easy to be consolidated into the decennial periods, also as 
much more convenient in use. _ 

But there is no sound reason why the dictionary set might not be arranged to comprise 
the entire period of 10 years. This is what I would recommend as being more con\ ernen 


* If thought advisable to do so, there ought not to he any practical difficulty in carrying on both sets 
together in the same dictionary order. 

191. A 3 


Note . — The words 
written with red ink 
in the original are 
printed in italics. 


See Registrar's 
letter herewith, 
14 October 1861 . 
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still for then the decennial consolidation would be actually effected complete, without 
further trouble or loss of time, and to copy the set would be but simple scrivenery work. 

With the arrangement here proposed, one fair copy, of that dictionary index would 
suffice • that is, to have in all three sets: 1st, the two quinquennial indexes by the two 
initial letters (to be regarded as one set for the 10 years) ; 2d, the dictionary 10 years’ set 
made out along with these ; and 3d, the fair copy of this latter set. The time and expense 
of making the fourth set, i. e. the duplicate of the quinquennial set, would so be saved. 

Under the Act 2 & 3 Will. 4, there are to be — 

Sec. 14. — 1st. Two quinquennial indexes of names by the two initial letters. 

Sec. 16. — 2d. Duplicates of these. 

Sec. 15. — 3d. Consolidated index of both the quinquennial sets in dictionary order. 

Sec. 15. — 4th. Duplicate of this consolidation for each period of 10 years. 


2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 87, The consolidation of the lands’ indexes from two periods of five to one of 10 years, is 
sec. 17. merely copying the same matter over again ; because a dictionary arrangement of the 

denominations of land has -here been found impracticable, and the consolidation is like 
collating two sections of the same book into one. There are here, as in the names’ indexes, 
therefore, to be four copies, where two, or at most three, would suffice. 

The improvement I would suggest, is to give up the quinquennial sets of lands’ indexes, 
and start the future lands’ indexes, for the full decennial periods at once ; it would only be 
requisite to have two or three volumes for each county instead of one, and would make no 
practical difference in the work ; but the plan would have the advantage of giving the 
consolidated index at once both original and duplicate ; a third copy might be made ; there 
would here likewise be the saving in cost of one set of indexes, each 10 years, allowing a 
third copy to be made. 

Improvements might be effected in both names and lands’ indexes, by taking additional 
particulars from the memorial, which would give no additional trouble to the compiler, 
while the document was under his view, and the pen in hand. 

Another improvement I would suggest, is to discontinue the subdivisions into parishes 
See Registrar’s and baronies in the counties’ indexes (since it has been found impossible to enforce the in- 
letter, 14 October sertion of parishes and baronies in the memorials), and to index simply in alphabetical 
1861 herewith. order by the initial letter of the denomination, in each county, &c. A vast .amount of 

useless labour would be spared, in saving entries, two, three, or four times over, into 
several baronies, where such language is used in the memorial as “ all which said 
lands, &c., are situate, &c., in the several baronies of A. B. C. & D., in the said county 
of ” or, “ are situate in the several counties of ”, &c. 

In these cases, which are frequent, the entries must be repeated into each of the counties, 
or the baronies (though manifestly wrong), because the document does not specify in which 
county or barony each and every denomination is situated. 

Within the present year, the memorials having unusual quantities of denominations 
necessitated the duplication of no less than 1,852 entries in this way, from want of pre- 
cision in the descriptions. I believe the alterations mentioned can, if approved of, be 
carried out by Treasury Minute, without further legislation, under lltli & 12th Victoria, 
c. 120, s. 7. 


December 1858. 


Registrar of Deeds Office, Dublin, 

Sir, ... 29 November 1859. 

As I understand, it is likely that some legislative measures for the regulation of this 
Department may be introduced in the coming session, I take the liberty of offering for 
consideration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the following sugges- 
tions for improvement in the transaction of the office business ; in addition to those con- 
tained in the papers handed to Mr. Seton, on his visit to this office in December 1858, and 
which papers, I presume, accompanied his report to their Lordships : 

1st. That in future a certified copy of the memorial should be presented and lodged to- 
gether with each memorial registered, such copy to be fairly engrossed or written on parch- 
ment of a regulated size,. shape, and form ; such as should be prescribed by the Registrar, 
and so adapted as to admit of being bound into books, the affidavit of registry to state, that 
tko copy was a true copy of the original memorial, so presented for registry. The copies 
so lodged to be bound up in books, and to answer in every respect instead of the tran- 
scripts as now made in tlie office. 

This would effect a considerable saving in the transcribing work, and narrow it princi- 
pally to the making of attested copies of registered memorials, as required by the public, 
and would leave several of the hands available for the more important operations, as after- 
mentioned. 

2d. That instead of the present Day Book and Abstract Book, which repeat much of 
the same matter, one book only should be used, viz., an Abstract Book ; and be so arranged 

as 
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as to contain all the particulars of both books ; a saving of the time of two or three clerks, 
skilful hands, would thus arise. 

3d. That the form of Certificate of Registry endorsed upon the deeds should be short- 
ened and simplified. The time of one person is occupied writing these certificates on the 
deeds, sometimes two persons. A saving of more than half this time would be made by 
this alteration. 

4th. The 29th section of the Act 2 & 3 "William IV., chap. 87, directs that “ every 
memorial brought into the said office to be registered shall be there compared with the 
instrument of which it purports to be a memorial : and if the several particulars required 
by law to be in the memorial shall be contained therein, or such of the particulars by this 
Act required to be set forth in the Abstract Book, hereinbefore mentioned, as shall be con- 
tained therein, shall be found to be truly stated from the instrument, then the memorial 
shall be registered, but not otherwise.” 

The want of precision in this clause, in not stating the exact particulars to be investi- 
gated, has led to much difficulty in deciding whether a deed should be registered or not. 

I would suggest that the particulars to which we should look for correspondence between 
deed and memorial should not be left in doubt, but distinctly defined, and limited to such 
alone as are necessary for the purposes of the registry. 

oth. Similar to the foregoing objection is another, frequently arising from the affidavits 
of perfection of the memorials, as presented by parties registering, and from irregula- 
rities in the “ setting out ” of the executing parties, and the witnesses to the deed in 
the body of the memorial. 

There is no general form of affidavit to verify memorials prescribed by law, except those 
sworn in England ; and the wording of the affidavit being at the discretion of the party, is 
constantly found to be defective in several essentials. 

It would not be possible, in the routine of receiving the documents for registry, and the 
necessity of taking them without delay in the order they are presented, to make any critical 
inspection of the affidavits ; they must therefore be taken as offered, and the defects cannot 
be known until found by the process of comparison, as above stated. I would, therefore, 
suggest that a proper form of affidavit of perfection should be embodied in any intended 
Act. 

The 7th clause of the 6th Anne, cap. 2, requires, that every memorial shall contain, 
among other things, “ the names and additions of all the witnesses to such deed,” &c., “ in 
such manner as same are expressed or mentioned in such deed.” 

The usual practice is to write out a description of the witnesses after the conclusion of 
the memorial, and above where the signature of the executing party is affixed to the 
memorial, in some such language as this : — 

“ Which said deed as to the execution thereof by the said A. B. is witnessed by 

C. D., of and E. F. of An d this memorial as to the execution thereof 

by the said A. B. is witnessed by the said C. D. and E. F.” &c. 

The signature of A. B., the executing party to the memorial, would thus appear as 
verifying I * 3 the facts so stated regarding the witnesses ; but it frequently happens, especially 
where there are several parties to a deed, that the memorial has been executed by one or 
more of the parties, before the others have executed the. deed, and. is so presented for 
registry ; or the descriptions of the witnesses to the parties executing subsequently are 
added to the memorial (on the space left for that purpose) above the signature, of the. party 
who has already executed the memorial. These are irregularities, perhaps, impossible to 
avoid as the law stands ; it strikes me they might be prevented by requiring, the person 
making the affidavit of registry to add, “ that it appears by said deed, of which this is a 
memorial, that at this the time of its registry, the same as to the execution thereof by the 
said A. B. is witnessed by C. D. of . and E. F. of and as to its execu- 

tion by,” &c. so setting out all the witnesses to the deed. 

The 8th George, the 1st, ch. 15, requires that “in all memorialsjhereafter to be signed 
and sealed, the place of abode of the subscribing witness or witnesses to such memorial who 
is not a subscribing witness to such deed or deeds, conveyance or conveyances, will or 
wills, shall be inserted in the said memorial.” 

In my letter to their Lordships, dated 2d December 1857, 1 suggested that the recording 
of negative searches in parchment books should be relinquished, as incurring heavy expense 
without adequate object or return; and I am still of opinion this expense might be saved, 
as reference to these records is hardly ever made. 

It is very likely that the business of this department is approaching to a condition 
which may be taken for its average rate hereafter ; and if their Lordsmps agree in the 
plans I have stated, I think the saving of time and expense which, might be expected to 
arise, would enable us, when the incoming hands shall have acquired^ experience, so. to 
allocate the clerks as to keep pace with any demands upon the searching and indexing 
branches ; and, moreover, allow of our transferring some of the more skilled to the bring- 
ing up of the recent consolidated indexes which are in arrear, as pointed out to their 
Lordships in my former correspondence and returns ; as well as the new senes of consoli- 
dated indexes for the 10 years which will end 31st December next, and form a massive 

I think if a provision that the fees of this office should be paid by. stamps to be 

affixed to the several documents passing through it, and its outgoings provided lor by the 

a 4 estimates. 
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estimates, were introduced into any measure for the regulation of this department, con- 
siderable facility would be gained in the transaction of the public business. 

The accompanying documents will exhibit the alterations proposed to be made in the 
Day Book and Abstract Book, Form of Registry Certificate, Afiidavit, &c. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Morgan O'Connell, Registrar - . 

George Alexander Hamilton, Esq. 

&c. &c. &e. 

Treasury, London. 


Documents referred to in foregoing Letter. 


Present Form of Day Book. 


Day 
of the 
Week. 

H °“- 

Day 
of the 
Month. 

AH the 
Grantors. 

All the 
Grantees. 

County, City, 

Corporation Town 
in which 

any of the Premises 

General 

Charge. 

Number of 
File 

and Volume 
of Transcript 
Book. 

Number of 
Memorial 
and Page of 
Transcript 
Book. 

Party 

Solicitor. 

Receipt. 





' 








Present Form of Abstract Book. 


Year and Day 
of 

Registering, 
Volume of the Year, 
and Number 
of the Memorial. 

Name of 
the 

Instrument. 

Date of 
the 

Instrument. 

Names of the Grantors 
and 

One or more Grantees. 

Consideration) 

Rent, 

Renewal Fines, 
Term. 

Name, Description, 
and 

Situation 
of the Premises. 

General Nature of the 
Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settlement. 
Mortgage, 

Absolute Conveyance. 

Grantor. | 

Grantee. 










Proposed Form of Abstract Book, to answer for both Day Book and Abstract Book. 


Year and Day of 
Month and Hour of 
Registering, 
Volume of the Year, 
and Number 
of the Memorial 
on the File, and in 
Transcript Books. 

General Nature 
of 

the Instrument, 
whether 
Trust, 

Marriage Settle- 
ment, 

Mortgage, or 
Absolute 
Conveyance. 

Date 
of the 

Names of tire Grantor's 
and Grantees. 

Considera- 

Rent, 

Renewal 

Fines, 

Term. 

Name and Descrip- 
tion of 

the Premises, 
and County, City, 

Corporation Town, 
in which 

any of the Premises 
are situate. 

General 
Charge, 
Release, ! 

General ! 
Act. | 

Name of Party or 
Solicitor, 
and Receipt 
for 

Original Instrument. 

All the 
Grantors. 

All the 
Grantees. 

Name. ! 

Date. 
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Present Form of Certificate of Registry. 

A Memorial of the within Deed was entered in the Registry Office in the City of 
Dublin, on the day of One thousand eight hundred and 

at minutes past o’clock, in Book Number , and 

the execution of said Deed and Memorial was duly proved, pursuant to an Act of Parlia- 
ment in that case made and provided. 

Fees 

Registrar. 


Proposed Form. 


Entered in the Registry of Deeds’ Office, Dublin, on the day of 

1859 (Fifty-nine), at o’clock, in Book Number 

Fees 


Registrar. 


Proposed Form of Affidavit. 

A. B., of maketh oath and saitli, that he is a Subscribing "Witness 

to the Deed of which the above writing is a Memorial, and also to the said Memorial. 

Saith he saw' said Deed duly executed by C. D. and E. F., &c., executing parties 
thereto ; and that he also saw the above Memorial duly executed by the said 
Saith that at the time of making this Affidavit, it appears by said Deed, that same as to 
the execution thereof by party thereto, is witnessed 

by of and 

of and as to the execution thereof by 

also party thereto, is witnessed by of And so on as to all 

And saith that the name subscribed as a witness to the execution Jh® parties who 

of said Deed, and of this Memorial respectively, is Deponent’s proper name and hand- aye executed, 
writing. Saith he delivered said Deed and this Memorial, together with a true copy of 
said Memorial, to Esq., Registrar, at the Registry Office, 

Dublin, on day, the day of One thousand eight hundred and 

at or about the hour of o’clock in the noon of said day. 

Sworn before me this day of 18 

Registrar. 


N. B. If the affidavit be not sworn before the registrar, instead of the latter clause, the 
deponent should state that he delivered a true copy of the memorial to the person before 
whom he makes the affidavit, and the copy should be certified accordingly by the person 
receiving the affidavit, and be so presented with the memorial at the time of registry. 


No. 3. 


Registrar of Deeds Office, Dublin, 

g; Tj 14 October 1861. 

I presume that consequent upon the inquiries which have been instituted regarding 
this office, its circumstances will soon be considered with a view to legislation or arrange- 
ment. I am not aware whether a series of papers which were handed to the late Mr. Seton, 
upon his visit to this office in December 1858, and referred to in my letter to them lord- 
ships, dated 29th November 1859, came sufficiently under their Lordships’ notice, as I was 
applied to for them by the Crown solicitor, and furnished copies to him in March 1860. 
They relate principally to the indexes, old and recent, and abstract books, &c. ; and contain 
suggestions in detail for reconstruction or improvement, as might be found moat desirable. 

In addition to these papers, the suggestions contained in my letter to their Lordships, 
dated 29th November 1859, embodied those other improvements which appeared to me to 
191. B be 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 


PAPERS RELATING TO THE 


be necessary. After farther consideration and experience, I still incline to the opinion 
that the suggestions pointed out, viz.. 

To alter Forms and mode of keeping Indexes. 

To oblige Copy Memorial to be lodged at time of registry. 

To combine Day Book and Abstract Book. 

To shorten Certificate of Registry. 

To regulate form of Memorial and Affidavit of Perfection. 

To discontinue Negative Search Record Books. 

To convert Fees to Stamp Duties. 

To provide for Outgoings of the office. 

To work up Arrears and remodel or restore such of the Old Indexes and Books as 
might be found necessary, in the manner pointed out in the papers referred to — 

would be sufficient to meet the chief requirements for placing the office in proper and 
satisfactory working condition, subject to any modifications of details which may suggest 
themselves ; and I believe with these improvements there would be so great a saving of the 
current work, that in course of some time after the arrears should have been brought up, 
a large reduction of the junior class would be effected. 

In recommending these improvements I assume, however, that there is not to be any 
important change made in the fundamental principle of the registry, which it should be 
remembered has withstood the test of experience for a century and a half. 

I therefore think it right now, to forward transcripts of the documents referred to, along 
with copy of my letter of the 29th November 1859, so that all may be together under re- 
view, when their Lordships come to consider the subject; and how far it may be necessary 
or possible to reconstruct the old indexes and books ; as the quantity of work and cost required 
to carry out the reconstruction to its entire extent, as contemplated by the Act 2 & 3 
Will. 4, chap. 87, sec. 33, would be very great. 

As the making of searches is the chief function of the office in its intercourse with the 
public, and that in which the principal difficulties have been of late years experienced, in 
consequence of the extraordinary amount of business thrown upon the establishment 
through the Incumbered Estates and Landed Estates Courts, the consideration presses 
strongly upon attention as to how that function can be best facilitated in the future opera- 
tions of the office. . 

I wish then, to explain to their Lordships, why I feel satisfied that nothing can be 
devised that will be found in practice more facile or more satisfactory towards attaining 
the end desired, than the institution of improved indexes, to be carried forward prospec- 
tively, according to the plans we have proposed. {See Paper No. 2.) 

We find that reference is afforded by the new Dictionary Indexes so immediately to the 
abstracts, transcripts, and original memorials together, that nothing more in fact can be 
desired; while at the same time these indexes have the great advantage of being simple, 
convenient, and intelligible to all capacities, and are free from the risk and additional 
expense which must attend the introduction of any new untried scheme. 

At the time the papers were given to Mr. Seaton, the practicability of carrying forward 
a dictionary index prospectively, for a full period of 10 years, had not been shown by 
actual experiment. It has been recently tested with complete success, by the posting of 
the entire of letter (M) 1850-1859, containing 21,031 entries, into books previously 
spaced, and headed with the different names ; and we have also a model book in progress, 
(section “ Me ”), arranged on the same plan for the current 10 yeai's, 1860-1869, as an 
experiment, into which the entries are made daily with perfect ease and certainty, accord- 
ing as the memorials are received into the office. 

I have now no doubt, but that the sectional indexes might be safely relinquished, and 
the dictionary index, to be entered in duplicate, substituted at once. I feel justified, 
therefore, in recommending the adoption of these dictionary indexes, for the future trans- 
actions of this office (provided, as I have said, that the principle of the registry be not 
changed). The indexes to be carried on in books, having the names previously headed in, 
after the method of the paper. No. 2, sent herewith. 

The public, as well as the office, would then have the advantage of the dictionary index, 
whereby searches or names could be made in the same number of minutes, as they now 
take hours ; and the consolidation would be always complete without further trouble or 
delay. [Opinion seems latterly to incline to fixing five years as the best period for a con- 
solidated index, at the present rate of business.] 

As an example of the manner in which the proposed dictionary indexes would be carried 
on for 10 years, in “ skeleton books” as they are called, I transmit the pattern marked (A), 
assumed to be portion of section “ Me.”, 1850-1859. The books might in the first instance 
be of paper, as the pattern, to be afterwards engrossed or printed upon parchment, when- 
ever the period became closed. The cost of such books could not be significant. The 
pattern marked (B), is sent to show the form of the consolidated dictionary index as 
engrossed on parchment complete. 

For their Lordships’ better information, also, I transmit herewith as examples, a copy 
marked (C), of a few pages of the sectional index 1850-1859, section “Me.” (the form 
now in use under 2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 87, s. 14). The entire of that section, contains 249 
pages having 6,082 entries ; and to make a search for any name in it, for the 10 years, 

will 
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will occupy from two to three hours, as the whole must be gone through most carefully, 
there being no more immediate direction than the two first letters of the surname. 
Whereas, when search is made in the dictionary form of that index (patterns marked 
A. or B.), it will be seen, that the name is found in one instant, in its exact position by 
surname and Christian name, with all the registries under it chronologically. The abstract 
is then turned to witli equal facility, in a moment, by means of the reference number 
obtained from the index, merely by opening the abstract book arranged on the shelf at 
hand ; and the transcript can be referred to with ease in like manner when necessary, as is 
constantly the case. Each abstract book contains abstracts of 300 memorials, and corre- 

S nds to the transcript book and file of original memorials : the reference numbers to all 
ee are identical. 

A copy of portion of one of the abstract books, No. 25 of 1856, is sent herewith, 
marked (D). The abstracts relating to some of the names in the index marked (A.) or (B. ) 
will be found in it, viz : 


M'Aleese - 


- Helena - 
Isabella - 
Margaret 
Mary 
Patrick - 

-1 

- j Abstract No. 26. 

M‘ Alister - 

_ 

- Charles, J. - 

- Abstract No. 7 and S. 

M‘Birney - 

_ 

- Susanna - 

- Abstract No. 73. 

M'Blain 

- 

- James 

- Abstract No. 8. 


Any of which may be referred to, for example. And it will be observed that the same 
abstract. No. 26, is common to the five names of M'Aleese, as above, and to eight others, 
as in the abstract ; they being all grantors in the same deed (but which eight come into 
different letters of the index). The abstract No. 8 is common to the names of M f Alister, 
Charles, and M'Blain, James, along with two others in like manner. The case is similar 
throughout; the one entry of the abstract answering for all the gran tore in a deed by the 
same reference number. , 

It is due to Mr. Ray, the chief clerk in this department, to state, that the plans proposed 
in the Papers No. 1 and No. 2 regarding the old and new indexes, &c., were suggested 
and drawn up by him, and that he has also devised a very ingenious method by which, 
with the aid of some of the junior clerks only, the Names Indexes, 1850-1859, are being 
rapidly consolidated and arranged into complete dictionary order. _ 

With respect to the Lands Indexes, assuming the same condition as alluded to above, 
viz.: that the principle of the registry will not be disturbed, any material alteration 
towards facilitating these latter indexes will depend upon the possibility of enforcing by 
law that the names of the baronies in which the premises affected are situated shall be 
inserted in the memorials. And further, if alias spellings of townlands could be dispensed 
with the indexing work would be much reduced. . , f l 

But, if it should be ultimately found that the insertion of the baronies cannot be enforced, 
and the alias spellings got rid of, in that case, I see no way more simple than to index the 
lands by their alphabetical order alone in each comity, as suggested in Paper No. 2, winch 
indeed was the mode in use in the early periods of the registry ; and although more tedious 
than desirable, it is on the whole, perhaps not much more tedious than the reference to 
the plurality of indexes at present necessitated by the omission of the baronies. 


Iam, 

(signed) 


&c. 

Morgan O’Connell, 

Registrar. 


Registry of Deeds Office, Dublin, 

q. 29 November 1861. 

A VEST general opinion appears to prevail tliat the Begistry of Deeds should fbe put in 
.If. . 4k the CrdnanoJ Survey, or based upon it, in any future regulation of the 

& £ S ^r?e ffi of e 'miich thought, devising plans and suggestions for improving the indexes 
and facilitating the business details, as already brought under notice oi my Lords, I have 
turned my attention to see how the Lands Indexes might be >nd arranoemente 

made to meet the above retirement. I have drawn up a ^ 

answer the purpose in a complete and simple way. I forwaid a model ot it herewitn, 
marked (M. ) folded upon the aotual registries m the Barony of “°?fthe’ 2^bwk 1 

mon for the 10 years 1850-59, supposed to commence at page 100 o£ the county book. 1 
hare selected that barony as being of small extent, at same tune that rt gives average 
entries ; larger baronies would mate the documents too voluminous as example.. 

I assume 'that the fundamental principle of the registry which has stood for a century 
and a half will not be changed. ^ 

191. B 2 
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The plan is then subject to these conditions : 

1st. That for registry purposes the name of each townland shall be the one upon the 
Ordnance Survey only; no “ alias” names, nor sub-denominations, to be dealt with on the 
registry index books. 

2d. That the barony in which each townland is situate shall be inserted in the 
memorial. 

[In strictness the parish also should be stated, since townlands are frequently repeated 
by name in adjoining parishes.] 

I propose, then, that there shall be a book for each county, as at present ; in case of large 
counties additional volumes, if necessary. _ 

That each county book be subdivided into baronies, as at present. I keep the baronial 
division, as the one most in conformity with usage. 

For cities and large towns the index to be as at present by streets, in their alphabetical 
order. The numbers and condition of houses are changed so frequently that I fear an 
arrangement of entry by number in each street could not be effected. 

The entries in the baronies are carried on now by the initial letters only of the lands ; 
they could not be brought into dictionary order, from the uncertainty of the spellings, 
these constantly varying in successive deeds. 

I propose instead, that the Ordnance Survey names of the townlands in each barony 
shall be printed in exact dictionary order, upon the sheets which will form the index books, 
the sheets being first suitably ruled in columns, and faint cross ruled for the entries. (In 
the model I have omitted the Day Book page, as it is useless.) 

That the number of the Ordnance sheet or sheets upon which the land will be found on 
the map, be printed opposite each townland, and the parish also, and probably the acreable 

That in printing the names of the townlands, a space of about 10 ruled lines be left 
between each, to receive the entries which may occur in a period of 10 years, supposing 
the index to be designed for 10 years ; if for a less or a greater period, the spaces should 
be in proportion, say at the rate of a line per year. 

That the opposite pages should be left blank (the same way as in the Names Indexes 
which I have designed), as precaution to admit of additional entries in cases where the 
spaces left might not be sufficient ; this would not often happen, as experience shows that 
the entries seldom exceed six or seven per townland in 10 years ; but the provision is 
indispensable for the proper working of the index. 

I propose that the sheets should be arranged and printed under authority of the 
Ordnance Survey Office, be bound into requisite books, and so delivered to the Registrar 
for use. 

That the books being, in the first instance, speculative as to space, as all such indexes 
must be, they should be of paper, to save cost of parchment ; but when the series became 
completed the indexes should be permanently engrossed or printed upon parchment, as 
many copies as might be thought necessary. 

Such an index as I propose would have these advantages : 

It would not interfere with the fundamental principle of the registry. 

It would not create any disturbance of the known and practised methods in use in the 
office, and familiar to the public, but would greatly facilitate them. 

It would effect a great saving of time in the entering of the indexes. One person would 
keep them entered up to the day, both original and duplicate; and it would hardly take 
the entire time of another to check them ; instead of three or four being required as now, 
at these duties, sometimes more. 

The time and trouble of making a consolidation would be saved, as the indexes would 
not require to be consolidated. 

It would reduce the work of making lands searches to a minimum, as the registries 
affecting each land would be found at a glance together, instead of being to be looked for 
through several pages, in large baronies especially, with no better clue than their first 
- letter. 

No matter how many lands are affected by the same deed, the one abstract only has to 
be looked to. The abstract books can be consulted at the rate of about half a minute per 
abstract. So that a land search for 10 years could not take more than a few minutes, 
except where the original memorials have to be examined for particulars not in the abstract 
books. 

If an addition were made of all the grantors and grantees, when more than one m a 
deed, the Lands Index without being incumbered, would be a deal more convenient for 
searching ; because, on all entries having “ and another,” or “ and others,” in Grantors 
Column the abstracts must be examined to see if they include the name searched against, 
which would not then be necessary. This improvement, and such like, ' were alluded to m 
the “ Suggestions for the future Indexes,” which I drew up in 1858. The average 
number of grantors per deed is about 1-9; of grantees, 1*3 ; so that only two or three addi- 
tional words would have to be put to these occasional entries. 

■ On the usual form of requisition the search could be made then on the names very nearly 
as easily as on the lands, by looking down the grantors’ column through the barony. And 

: more 
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more, the index would then even answer for an index of grantees, within each barony, by 
looking down the grantee’s column. 

The proposed index would effect a large saving in hulk and cost of books. The Lands’ 
Indexes, 1850-59, took nearly 32,000 single pages for one copy. The cities and large 
towns occupied 4,600 pages of the above 32,000. Say there are 63,000 townlands, allow 
10 lines to each townland, and seven townlands to each page, the number of pages required 
for a 10 years’ index of the form which I propose, would be about 9,000 single pages for the 
counties ; then leaving the opposite pages blank, would take the same number = 18,000 
single pages, or about one-third less than the quantity of the index 1850-1859. 

But these pages being in speculative spaces, much of which would not be written upon, 
when the index came to be engrossed permanently, or printed on parchment on both sides, 
without loss of space, the whole would be contained in a far less quantity ; there is no 
doubt but a saving of several hundred pounds would be effected on each set of indexes. 

Neither will the form I propose, as above, necessitate any alteration of the Ordnance 
maps ; nor will it involve any double, treble, or quadruple entries for the same townland, 
which are always so inconvenient and confusing. 

I doubt if it would even be indispensable to have the Ordnance maps in the Registry 
Office, when the names and references of the townlands would be printed m the index sheets, 
under the authority of the Ordnance Survey Office ; but, if maps were required, I would 
recommend that they should be by baronies of the six-inch scale, strained on canvas, and 
mounted on rollers, in such way that each could be separately accessible for reference. 
Such maps presenting the whole district of a barony together, would be far more con- 
venient than the sheets bound in books, as done sometimes, but in which it takes much 
time and trouble to follow the location of the lands from sheet to sheet, except one be very 
familiar with the maps. . 

If such barony maps be used, my idea is that an apartment should be appropriated tor 
them ; call it “ The Map Room ; ” and they should be hung in boxes with rollers and 
pullies ; a box for each county. Maps of cities and towns to be arranged alphabetically in 
boxes for them. Suppose something in the way of this sketch.* 

A most important advantage, which I think I see in the form of index which I propose, 
is, that it would answer for an index of titles without further trouble, or any intricacies, 
such as made the Act of the 13 & 14 Viet. c. 72, inoperative. . 

Suppose, for instance, I require to know the condition of certain property m this barony 
of Moycarn. Knowing the names of the townlands, or one of them, say “ Cameloon,” I 
look to the townland column, and I find those entries opposite that townland— 

1853 - 7 - - 28 

1853 - - - - 19 - - 220 

1856 - - - - 15 - - 33 

Following these figures through the barony, I see the same references opposite to the 
following lands, viz. — 

Cappayuse, 

Cloonbeggann, 

Clooniff, 

Coolumber, 

Creggan, 

Curraghagower, 

Derrineel, 

Derrylaghan, and 
Moore, N. & S- 

I have then only to look to the three abstracts referred to, I find that— 

1853 - 7 - 28 is a conveyance of the above lands from the Incumbered 

Estates Commissioners to "W. K. 

1853 - 19 - 220 is a charge upon the same lands for a loan by Drainage Com- 

mission to said TV. K. 

1856 - 15 - 33 is a mortgage of them by said "W. K. to S. K. 

All which can be ascertained in a few minutes. 


On the other hand, if I want to know the lands, a reference to the parties names’ index 
will doubtless show some deed by W. K. affecting them, and the information can then be 
found on the lands’ index as above explained. , T rtr , ru ... 

To show more clearly the facility and saving which the form of mdex I P r0 I J0 ^ 
afford bevond the one in use, I beg to refer to the parchment document herewith, it is 
atranscrqjt^page 6 for^iage, of the £ands Registry Iniex of the Bare**. 

Roscommon, for 10 years, 1850-59 (£. e., two quinquennial series, 18o0-54 and 1855 59 

f£e L.wn red ini lines through what appears to me to be alias and sub-denomina- 
tions, and repetition entries. This may render the document of »«»» <• 
might be the actual advantages from eliminating abas and sub-denomination names, as 
weighed against such objections and difficulties as may bare to be encountered m the way 

I W S S martadTOriances of spellings fern those on the Ordnance maps, which show 
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haw indispensable it is, if the Ordnance survey is to be referred to, that the land names 
should be accurately spelled in the memorials ; the indexes could not otherwise be kept 
correctly. 

If outline index maps of the townlands in each barony, such as the one I have annexed 
to the pattern index herewith, were placed in the county index books at commencement of 
each baronial division, they would be found very convenient, for reference. I have not 
had time to draw the map with mathematical exactness, but it may serve as an example. 
I reduced it from the 6-inch scale to 2 inches, a size which shows the townlands very 
well. Maps of the larger baronies should go across two pages. If properly constructed 
under authority of the Ordnance, they might save the necessity for having the larger maps 
in this office. The plates would be -only a first expense, as they would answer for subse- 
quent indexes. 

I wish to remark, that in devising the plans for the lands’ indexes, as well as those for 
the names’ indexes already submitted to my Lords, and any other improvements that 
occurred to me, I have had in view, not to interfere with the fundamental system of the 
registry which appears to be so plain, safe, and effective, that I doubt if anything that 
could be substituted for it would be found an advantage. I have tided only to improve 
and simplify the operations and cut off useless work, and in this way effect a real large 
saving of time, labour, and money. 

The business processes of this department are in the main different from the usual kind ; 
they can hardly be well understood without long and intimate acquaintance with all the 
branches of the office, such as my fine of duties enabled me to acquire by more than 10 
years of close inspection. 

I have felt it my duty respectfully to submit the accompanying plan for the considera- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, showing that I do so with 
pel-mission of Morgan O’Connell, Esq., Registrar. My sole motive is to endeavour to 
facilitate the public business, and thereby render a public service. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. M. Ray, 

4 To George Alexander Hamilton, Esq., Chief Clerk Registry of 

&c. &c. &c. Deeds Office, Dublin. 

Treasury, London. 
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